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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road       ▪       Quakertown, PA 18951        ▪         610-346-6700        ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 

Board of Supervisors   
 

MINUTES  
 

June 23, 2009 
 

Jim Brownlow, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Supervisors Present:  Jim Brownlow, Volker Oakey and Rob Zisko. Absent: Karen Bedics, Barbara Lindtner 
Also present: Mark Laudenslager, Chief of Police; Scott MacNair, Township Co-Solicitor; Sandy Everitt, 
Secretary/Treasurer; Rich Schilling, Township Manager and Bob Wynn, Township Engineer. 

 

Approval of Minutes   
 

Adoption of the draft June 10 minutes was tabled until a quorum of the Board who attended the June 10 meeting was 
present to vote. 
 

Bills for Approval 
 

Rob Zisko moved to approve the following bills paid from June 6 – June 19, 2009, excluding approval of the Natural 
Lands Trust bill for $2,032.50:   

1. General Fund:  $28,830.14  4.  Open Space Fund:              $        23.91 
2.   Subdivision & Escrow: $  3,239.05   5.  Springtown Farmers Market $      928.96 
3.   Liquid Fuels:                  $  4,605.98 

Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 

May Police Report 
 

The Police handled 141 incidents in May. Of these, 14 were criminal offenses,  and 5 were traffic accidents involving 
9 vehicles and 1 injury. Property valued at $6,784 was stolen in May with no recovery. Rich Schilling requested that 
Chief Laudenslager provide a comparison in future reports of like activity from the prior year to show the increase he 
thinks has occurred in incidents being handled by the Police department.  
 
Working with the State Police, Springfield Police Department is continuing its investigation of the recent burglaries  
in the Township with good progress being made. No additional burglaries have been reported since the April report. 
 
Jim Brownlow read a letter addressed to the Board of Supervisors from Thomas and Martha Shaffer, Passer Road, 
thanking Chief Laudenslager and Officer McDonald for their responsible and professional handling of a break-in 
they experienced on May 13.They also thanked the Board for investing in the security of the township residents by 
supporting a local police department.  
 

Public Comments on Agenda Items   
 

Carol Mease, Springtown, is hopeful that the Board will approve the extension requested by the Cross Creek 2-lot 
Subdivision. She would like no future subdivision to be permitted. She expressed gratitude to Louis Pektor (President 
of Ashley Development Corporation) and Ashley Development Corporation for creating this 2-lot subdivision.  

 

Bucks County Transportation Management Association (TMA Bucks) 
 

Jim Hopkins, Springfield Township’s appointed representative to TMA Bucks, introduced Steve Noll, Deputy 
Executive Director of TMA Bucks, who updated the Board on benefits available to the Township because of their 
membership in the organization. Their non-profit, private, non-governmental Association serves all of Bucks County. 
Springfield is one of 30 municipalities who are members of this organization. The biggest local project underway 
currently is their effort to restore commuter rail service between Lansdale and Springfield Street in Springfield 
Township, utilizing the currently inactive (from a passenger perspective) Quakertown Rail Line. There is date for 
completion of the first phase of this line, but he anticipates it will be between 2 and 5 years.  
 
As members of the TMA Bucks, Mr. Noll encouraged the Township to call upon them for any transportation related 
issues—subdivision projects that may generate additional traffic, highway safety projects, use of their speed trailer, 
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alternative fuels, traffic counts, observations of unsafe intersections—all of these free-to-member services. They can 
also assist us with grant writing for transportation-related projects.   
 
Mr. Noll provided the TMA Bucks 2007-2008 Annual Report. Volker asked what vehicles could utilize alternative 
fuels (compressed natural gas). There is a broad choice of vehicles engineered to use this fuel, from small vehicles to 
SUVs to dump trucks to buses. There are strict, federal approval processes and a list is issued each year of vehicles  
approved to use compressed natural gas. He will make a presentation to the Board in the future on alternative fuels if 
they are interested. 
 
Jim Brownlow thanked Mr. Noll for his presentation and said that the Township might utilize some of the benefits 
available from TMA Bucks. Following a brief discussion of the traffic counting service, Jim Hopkins added that 
when the DVRPC did a study 10 years ago, the highest traffic count they had in Bucks County (outside of I-95 
Newtown Corridor) was Route 309 at the Coopersburg/Lehigh County line.  
 

Planning Matters 
 

1.  Kramer Subdivision – Acceptance of Completion of Improvements – Bob Wynn indicated that all work 
required as part of the Kramer Subdivision has been completed. Rob Zisko moved to accept completion of 
improvements on the Kramer Subdivision and authorize Bob Wynn to release funds held to guarantee these 
improvements. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
2.  Scheetz Subdivision – Scott Mease, Mease Engineering, presented for the applicant. This 65.125 acre, 2-lot 
subdivision in the RP District is located on Quarry and Povenski Roads. Lot 1 is 35 acres and Lot 2 is approximately 
30 acres.  A sketch plan was requested by the Planning Commission and received identifying two phases of possible 
future subdivision of this tract. The township engineer reviewed the sketch plan and it appears to conform with 
current Zoning Ordinance requirements. The planning module has been reviewed by the BC Health Department, and 
after township execution this evening, Bob Wynn will submit it to DEP. Rob Zisko moved to recommend final 
approval of the Scheetz Subdivision subject to the completion of the items listed in the April 15, 2009, and May 18, 
2009, engineering review letters and conditional upon receipt of an $8,000 fee-in-lieu of road improvements. Volker 
Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
3.  Baker Subdivision (formerly Walking Purchase Farms/Cummings) – This 44.067 acre, 11 single-family 
dwelling lots (each approximately 1-acre in size) subdivision is located in the Agricultural District near the southwest 
corner of the intersection of Routes 412 and 212. It is comprised of two tax parcels—42-12-48 and 42-12-48-3. The 
lots will be serviced by a cul-de-sac road accessing from Route 412. Rob Zisko noted that this was the Cummings 
subdivision approved by the Board several years ago as 4 deed restricted 10-acre lots, but the plan was never 
recorded. Lisa Giorgi, Springtown, had a question about the roads associated with this subdivision. Rob Zisko moved 
to grant preliminary, conditional approval to the Baker Subdivision subject to completion of the items listed in the 
SAIC review letter dated June 2, 2009, and two engineering review letters—one dated May 18, 2009, and the other 
dated March 24, 2009. Approval is also subject to receipt of a $4,000 fee-in-lieu of street improvements for each of 
the 11 lots ($44,000). Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
4.  Cross Creek Subdivision: Extension Request – Bob Wynn stated that this subdivision is deed restricted. He 
recommended that the Board act upon the applicant’s request to grant an extension, noting that other municipalities 
have been giving up to 5-year extensions to such plans because of the current economic impact on building. Rob 
Zisko moved to grant an extension for the Cross Creek Subdivision until June 30, 2010. Volker Oakey seconded; the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 

Old Business   
 

1.  Act 32 Discussion – Scott MacNair updated the Board on Act 32, since Rob Zisko was not at the June 10 meeting 
at Zion Hill when this was first discussed. Act 32 provides a new, county-wide method for collecting earned income 
tax as opposed to the current method utilizing multiple local EIT tax collecters. Each municipality must appoint a 
representative to serve on a county tax collection committee by September 15. At the Board’s direction, Sandy 
Everitt contacted Mary Ann Donohue (current EIT tax collector) and Irene Elinich (elected township real estate tax 
collector) to determine their willingness to accept an appointment to serve as the township’s voting delegate. Mary 
Ann Donohue is the voting delegate for Palisades School District, and she declined because she does not feel she can 
adequately handle communicating with two different Boards as voting delegate. Irene Elinich indicated she is willing 
to accept an appointment as the voting delegate for Springfield Township. The first meeting of the full committee 
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must be held on November 15. Rob Zisko moved that a resolution be prepared for the July 28 Board agenda 
appointing Irene Elinich as the voting delegate for Springfield Township on the Act 32 countywide tax committee 
and appointing Sandy Everitt and Rich Schilling as alternate voting delegates. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
2.  Draft Stormwater Ordinance Review – The Board reviewed this document thoroughly at several meetings and 
Bob Wynn has satisfactorily answered the Planning Commission’s concerns at their June 3 meeting. The Board 
deferred taking action to advertise the ordinance at the June 10 meeting because Rob Zisko could not be present. 
Barbara Lindtner could not be at tonight’s meeting and requested that action again be tabled on advertising the 
ordinance until the next meeting.  
 
Bob answered several questions Rob Zisko had. He clarified that no one who already has 1,000 square feet of 
impervious service prior to the effective date of the new ordinance will have that footage counted toward the 1,000 
square feet of impervious surface permitted in the new ordinance that requires property owners to have an engineered 
stormwater management plan. Rich Schilling noted that from January 2009, he has tracked approved impervious 
surface in Permit Manager. These totals will return to “0” in the system after adoption of the new ordinance. Bob 
recommended that the township retain the 1,000 square feet limit because it is the limit permitted in the draft MS-4 
Model Ordinance currently under  review.  
 
For a property that existed prior to adoption of the new ordinance, it was the consensus of the board to increase from 
2,000 square feet to 2,500 square feet the impervious surface permitted in the simplified calculations Bob Wynn 
obtained from a Michigan ordinance.   
 
Following discussion and a number of clarifications, Volker Oakey moved to authorize advertising the draft 
ordinance for a public hearing and possible adoption at the July 28 Board meeting. Rob Zisko seconded. Scott 
MacNair clarified that the ordinance would become effective 5 days after adoption. Jim called for the question. The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
(Bob Wynn was excused after the Stormwater Ordinance discussion was finished.) 
 

New Business 
 

1.   Requests for Appointment to Auditor Vacancies – 5 residents have expressed interest in being appointed to the 
3 open auditors’ positions that will be on the November 3, 2009, ballot. Scott MacNair noted that the township now 
utilizes Section 917 of the Second Class Township Code, which permits use of a CPA firm for the accounting and 
auditing functions of the township. The only other duties for auditors listed in the Second Class Township Code are 
to set compensation for supervisors who are also township employee and they “may” audit the Magisterial District 
Judge’s records and accounts. Scott is not aware of any municipality where local auditors have audited a District 
Judge, because both Bucks County and the State supervise District Courts. Although the Board could appoint 
individuals to the open auditor positions prior to the November election, they would serve no existing functions.  
 
Rich noted receipt of letters of interest from Mary Whitesell and Cara Simonetta, who are also on the Democratic 
ballot for the auditors’ positions. A request was received from the Republican Caucus requesting that their three 
candidates—Lisa Burland, Carl Henselman and Patrice Ryan—who will  also be on the November ballot, be 
considered if appointments are made now to the open auditors positions.  
 
Jim Brownlow sees no need to interview and/or appoint candidates to the open auditor positions prior to the 
November election. Volker Oakey does not feel it is necessary to go through 5 interviews when the positions will be 
filled by ballot in November. Bruce Whitesell, Route 212, feels that the Board should appoint individuals to the open 
auditors’ positions because applications have been received. Section 407 of the Second Class Township Code  
provides the mechanism for filling vacant positions, and no auditors have filled the positions since November 2008. 
Jim Brownlow closed public discussion on the topic.  
 
Jim Brownlow noted that he appreciated the individuals who contacted the township indicating they were interested 
in filling the auditors’ positions and who also went through the process of registering to appear on the November 
ballot.  It was the consensus of the Board that each individual who wrote a letter should receive a response from the 
township manager indicating appreciation for their interest and inclination to serve in these positions. However, with 
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the election being so close, coupled with the fact that the major responsibility of auditors is being handled by a CPA 
firm, the Board does not feel they should appoint someone, but rather permit the election to fill the positions.   
 
2. Resignation of Jeff Mease as Fire Marshal / Appointment of Will Helm – Jeff Mease sent correspondence 
indicating that because of a job change, he can no longer serve as Fire Marshal. Willard Helm, currently Fire Chief of 
Springtown Fire Company, expressed interest by letter in being appointed to the Fire Marshall position. Several 
complaints have come in recently about burning issues. The zoning officer does not have the authority to handle 
these complaints; the Fire Marshal must handle them. Rob Zisko moved to accept Jeff Mease’s resignation and send 
him a thank you letter for the years he has served in this capacity, and to appoint Willard Helm to the position of Fire 
Marshal. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously. Jim Brownlow thanked Mr. Helm for taking on 
this additional responsibility. 
 
3. Appointment of Township Manager as Designated Representative for Police Negotiations – The police 
contract is up December 31, 2009. Rich Schilling performed negotiations for the Board for the current police 
contract, so Jim Brownlow suggested that he be re-appointed to represent the Board for the upcoming negotiations. 
The Board will give input to him during the negotiation process about what they would like to see in the contract. 
The Police Department contacted Rich with initial requests and Rich has finalized a cursory draft of the contract. 
Rich will schedule a Board executive session to discuss the contract draft. Negotiations will likely begin in August or 
September with the Police Association. Rob Zisko moved to appoint Rich Schilling as the designated representative 
of the Board for Police Contract negotiations. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 

Correspondence  
 

Rob Zisko commented on the Bucks County Planning Commission letter recommending that the township add three 
parcels to Springfield Township’s Agricultural Security Area. Although the Ag Security Committee previously acted 
upon the applications from Harriet and Robert Ciccone and Nevada Mease, recommending approval for their 
applications, they have not yet acted upon the Jay and Joshua Geissinger application. Rob is not certain the 
Committee can meet before the July 28 meeting when the Board must act upon these properties. Scott MacNair noted 
that if the Board of Supervisors does not act upon this application, it is deemed approved.      

Public Comments   
 

Bruce Whitesell expressed appreciation for the volunteers who serve on various township committees. He requested 
that the Board look at the decisions they make about filling vacancies not only from an expediency point of view, but 
also from the perspective of the importance of reaching out to residents who volunteer for various positions. He is 
aware there is a history of difficulty in obtaining volunteers for various positions. He is concerned that applications 
received over 30 days ago have not yet been acknowledged, and feels this sends out a wrong message to applicants. 
Jim Brownlow said Bruce’s concerns are valid and the supervisors do need to do a better job in this area. 
 
Willard Weierbach thanked Rich Schilling for the new, more comfortable, chairs in the meeting room.    

Supervisors Comments - None 
 

    Adjournment  
 

At 8:53 p.m., Rob Zisko moved to adjourn the meeting. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sandra L. Everitt 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meetings:  July 28, 2009  
Approved:  July 28, 2009       


